Foreign material reaction to BioGlue® as a possible cause of cardiac tamponade.
We describe the case of a 65-year-old female patient who underwent aortic valve reconstruction for aortic valve stenosis. During the operation, repair of a left ventricular laceration produced by a left ventricular vent was necessary. BioGlue® (CryoLife, Atlanta, GA, USA) and pledgeted sutures were used for repair. Pericardial effusion with signs of cardiac tamponade developed five months later. The patient was treated successfully by the removal of all foreign material and part of the BioGlue®. Microbiological findings were sterile. Histology showed a chronic granulomatous inflammatory response suggesting a foreign material reaction to BioGlue® as the cause of the effusion. Though all visible material was removed, the risk of pericardial effusion still persists as part of the BioGlue® remained within the ventricular wall.